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AN UPDATE FROM YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

OO

December 2025

Dear Constituent,

As the Fall session of the House of Commons wraps up for the Christmas break,
| want to update you on what has been happening in Ottawa. So many of you
have written to express your concern over various Bills or decisions of the
Government. | have done my best to make your views knows. Whether that
meant raising the issue at Caucus, writing a letter to a Minister or speaking to
one directly in person; or raising it right on the floor of the House of Commons
during a speech or statement of mine.

| have previously written on the Budget and my concerns with the major deficit it
contained. | did mention some positives in it as well. The Budget has passed,
and we are now debating C-15, the Budget Implementation Act:
https://lwww.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/45-1/c-15. The Act differs from the Budget

itself in that, it is where the details are and where legislation is amended if the
Budget calls for it. It's a hefty Omnibus Bill, which means it covers many things
and makes amendments to different Acts at once. It is 634 pages long.

| want to bring one part of it to your attention. Buried in Division 2 of Part 5 is a
provision that repeals regulated reduced postage rates under the Canada Post
Corporation Act, know as the Library Book Rate. It has been in place since
1939. The free mailing service for materials aiding the blind will also be repealed
due to this change.

This "book rate" lets libraries ship materials for as low as $0.81 per kilogram,
enabling rural branches to tap urban collections to ensure access to over 30
million interlibrary loans yearly. Without it, costs could skyrocket to $10+ per
shipment, pricing out small libraries and users who rely on braille, audiobooks,
and large-print volumes currently mailed for free. Libraries in Simcoe—Grey
benefit from this service.

What really bothers me about this is that this repeal wasn't flagged in the

November 4th budget speech, nor were library groups consulted beforehand.
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Somehow the government can run close to a $100B deficit, yet it finds the time
to gut a tiny program which helps rural libraries and visually impaired
Canadians? It’s just petty politics.

In Finance Committee last week, advocates for libraries and for the visually
impaired testified passionately, warning of a "knowledge access crisis" for
remote and low-income Canadians. At the same Committee, Conservatives
moved to carve out exemptions, echoing past Private Members' Bills like C-509
and C-322 that enshrined these rates, but the government held firm, arguing
Canada Post needs flexibility to set commercial rates. We will keep fighting this
decision.

Another Bill | am hearing a lot about is C-9:

https://lwww.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/45-1/c-9. | have written before that while
C-9 was well-intentioned when it was introduced, there were a ton of issues with
it and that Conservatives were going to be putting forward a lot of good faith
amendments at Justice Committee during clause-by-clause review.

We were quite up front and clear with our proposed amendments on clauses like
restoring oversight to reinstate Attorney General consent for propaganda-related
charges and ensuring a safeguard against abuse and politically motivated
prosecutions. Likewise, we were clear that hate symbols provisions should be
limited to "wilful" displays with clear intent to incite violence and that explicit
exemptions for educational or journalistic purposes be included, so as to not
criminalize things like a display at a museum. There are other examples like
these, which are common-sense amendments to safeguard individual rights and
not restrict free speech.

What we did not expect was a Liberal/Bloc agreement that strikes out
subsection 319(3)(b) of the Criminal Code, which has members of all religious
faiths and free speech advocates up in arms.

For decades, this "good faith" religious exemption has shielded Canadians from
prosecution for hate propaganda offences if their expressions were rooted in
sincere religious beliefs or texts. For example, a pastor citing Leviticus during a
sermon on marriage, or an imam discussing Qur'anic teachings on community
standards, without intent to incite harm.

The Liberals, needing Bloc votes in our minority Parliament, went along with this
Bloc proposal. Justice Minister Sean Fraser insists it won't "criminalize faith" or
stop leaders from reading scriptures, framing it as a narrow fix to wilful
promotion of hatred. Yet, from where | sit, this feels like trading long-standing
Charter safeguards for short-term political wins without the rigorous consultation
that Bills like this demand.


https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/en/bill/45-1/c-9

My Conservative colleagues have been fighting hard at Committee. They have
warned these changes could expose everyday believers to the Crown’s
discretion on what's "hateful," and potentially landing them with up to two years
in prison for quoting passages that clash with evolving norms on issues like
sexuality or gender.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops in its open letter to Prime

Minister Carney on December 4 decried the "chilling effect" on sincere
expression. The Canadian Council of Imams said that it could misinterpret
sacred writings through a modern lens.

To be clear, neither | nor anyone in our Caucus disputes the need to prosecute
genuine hate that incites violence, but handing prosecutors unchecked power
without this balanced defence, erodes the section 2(a) freedom of religion we all
hold dear.

Conservatives will continue to fight these amendments and continue to try to fix
this deeply flawed Bill. Failing that, we will do whatever we can to defeat it.

Another important local matter which continues to be a common issue | hear
about is the A-OTHR project in Clearview Township. More and more people,
organizations, and communities are speaking out against it.

I've received a great number of mailers returned to my office by constituents
stating their opposition to it. | have begun to receive written petitions on it and
will be tabling them in the House of Commons when it returns in January. If you
have not yet, please fill out the electronic petition by clicking on the link below:
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details ?Petition=e-6829.

The matter has now been raised with the Minister during his appearance at
Defence Committee and local organizers continue to push the Department of
National Defence on it.

In a discussion with the Minister on December 121", | was advised that DND was
to release its “What We Heard” findings from the public meetings and direct

correspondence with the department on December 15", | have had an
opportunity to review the report and | am extremely disappointed. It is no more
than minutes of the two meetings that took place in Clearview Township on

September 10t providing a copy of the presentation, listing questions and their
answers at the meeting. This is not what was expected.

My office was advised that the report will be published on DND’s website here:
https://lwww.canada.ca/en/department-national-
defence/services/operations/allies-partners/norad/aothr.htmi
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As always, | welcome your feedback on any of the issues above or any other
matters relating to the federal government.

| wish everyone a great holiday break. | hope that you all get to spend quality
time with friends and loved ones, while also ensuring some time to rest and
recharge for yourselves.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Yours sincerely,

Terry Dowdall
Member of Parliament for Simcoe—Grey

RIDING EVENTS &
CELEBRATIONS

Remembrance Day November 11th,
2025

Simcoe—Grey had 12 Remembrance Day services across the riding last month.
| am always thankful for my team of volunteers that assist me each year,
ensuring that every location has representation to lay a Government of Canada
wreath.

The feedback | hear from each service confirms the tremendous respect | know
our communities have for our veterans and their families as well as the love for
our country.

It is always great to see so many people taking the time to come out to honour
those who made the ultimate sacrifice and to thank those who have served and
continue to serve.



CONTACT Community Services
Supportive Rapid Rehousing Program
Celebrates 1 year with Facility's Official

Naming

On November 191" CONTACT Community Services celebrated its first year of
operating the Collingwood location for The County of Simcoe’s - Supportive
Rapid Rehousing Program. A program that provides transitional housing for
those 55+.

On top of celebrating one year since opening, it was also a day to celebrate the
unveiling of the facility’s new name; Rodger’s Way Home. A tribute to Rodger,
the program’s first official graduate. Before entering the program, Rodger was
living in a sleeping bag and is now living in a permanent residence of his own.
Since the program began it has provided transitional housing for 28 people
almost half of which have moved on to permanent housing.

This program helps those 55+ with the greatest need, of having a solid roof over
their heads and therefore providing relief from one of the major challenges they
may face during difficult times. Additionally, it also provides them with caring,
compassionate support services to ensure that they enjoy their golden years
with dignity and respect, as everyone deserves.

CONTACT continues to outdo itself to help those in need, always working to
provide support to the residents through Simcoe—Grey and beyond. Thank you
to CONTACT for the remarkable work you do as well to the Town of Collingwood



and the South Georgian Bay Community Health Centre, and all supporters who
have made this program possible. For more information visit CollingwoodSRRP

Collingwood Santa Claus Parade

Collingwood was in full colour last month as the Santa Claus Parade made its
way through the downtown. This was the first of many in Simcoe—Grey!

The damp weather did not discourage the huge crowd that came out to get a
glimpse of the over 80 floats and Jolly Old Saint Nick!

Thank you to the Collingwood Downtown BIA, the many float participants, and
volunteers for all the preparation that goes into making this parade such a
success year after year.

And a special thanks to my staff and team of volunteers that helped prepare and
hand out candy canes along the parade route!


https://simcoe.ca/srrp/#CollingwoodSRRP

Wasaga Beach Santa Claus Parade

The residents of Wasaga Beach lined the streets to see the over 60 float Santa
Claus Parade last month! Thank you everyone that participated.

Seeing the happy faces of the kids and big kids at heart is what it's all about! It
sure is starting to feel a lot like Christmas!

Thank you the Town of Wasaga Beach for another fantastic Santa Claus Parade
and for all the hard work you do year round for your residents!



Grand Opening of New LCBO in
Stayner

| am pleased to share that the new LCBO located at 100 Grand Trunk Road in
Stayner officially opened last month!

This new, larger store brings additional investment to the community with more
jobs, and | am sure everyone will appreciate the expanded selections available.
Including a larger variety of local products like Stayner's own Reinhart’s Apple
Cider and the village of Creemore's, Creemore Springs Beers for residents and
visitors alike to discover and enjoy.

Thank you to the leadership of Mayor Doug Measures and Clearview Council,
Clearview residents continue to see more exciting new conveniences coming to
the community while still maintaining the county charm!



District 10 OAAS Fairs Fall Meeting

It was a full house for the District 10 OAAS Fairs Fall Meeting recently held in
Thornbury! Thank you for the opportunity to attend and bring greetings to the
150 delegates including Sr. and Jr. Ambassadors from the 24 agricultural
societies.

It was a packed agenda, which included judging for handmade quilts, maple
syrup, photography, cookies and tarts. And also provided the fall Fair
Ambassadors with the opportunity to do some baking with locally grown apples
and participate in a Line Dancing Class.

Agriculture is an important part of Simcoe—Grey and why Agricultural societies,
and the many volunteers that help run them, are vital to supporting the next
generation. Thank you for all you do for your agricultural communities!
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Annual Angus Christmas Tree Lighting

The first weekend of December was full of community and holiday spirit in
Simcoe—Grey!

A fresh layer of snow made the Annual Angus Christmas Tree lighting even

more festive on the evening of December 5ty

| have enjoyed attending this event for many years. Essa is where | was Mayor
before becoming MP.

Thank you to Essa Township Mayor Sandie Macdonald, Council and Staff with
the support of the Angus Lions, for everything you do to keep this community

tradition alive.

A special thanks to Santa for paying a visit.



Stayner's Annual Santa Claus Parade

The holiday spirit continued in Simcoe—Grey as Stayner welcomed a large
crowd out to support the 60 floats in their Annual Santa Claus Parade. Everyone
patiently waited to get a glimpse of Santa.

Thank you to the Stayner and District Kinsmen organizers and all volunteers
with the support of the Township of Clearview for putting on a great parade each
year!

And a special thanks to Stayner Foodland for providing all the hotdogs and
Stayner Tim Hortons for the hot chocolate.



Creemore's Annual Santa Claus
Parade

Crowds lined each side of Mill Street in Creemore for the second Santa Claus

Parade for Clearview Township on Saturday December 6th.

Whether it was the floats, the marching band, festive characters, animals, or
Santa himself, there was a lot to see.

Thank you to the many individuals, community groups, and businesses who
dedicate time and personal resources to planning and making these annual
parades such a great success.



Annual Jim Kenn Memorial Food Drive

The Jim Kenn Memorial Food Drive is an annual event organized by the Alliston
Lions Club in partnership with the Everett Firefighters Association that has been
going strong for over 20 years. The food drive aims to collect donations for
families in need during the holiday season.

Many volunteers gathered on the morning of Sunday December 7th to collect
and sort donations for the Christmas Hampers. Residents of Everett showed
their support and left their donations outside in a visible location for the
volunteers to pick up.

This year they were able to collect 6,900 pounds of food from the tiny town of
Everett and at the Lisle Santa Claus Parade. Two small towns with big hearts.
Many families will benefit from the generosity of these two amazing
communities.

Thank you to the Everett Fire Firefighters Association and the Alliston Lions Club
for your hard work and dedication to this worthwhile yearly event, | am always
honoured to participate!
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Annual Lisle Santa Claus Parade

The Christmas spirit energy was elevated on the afternoon of Sunday December

7t at the annual Lisle Santa Claus Parade as the community kicked off their
holiday celebrations.

The parade featured a variety of floats made by local organizations and
community members. Ending with Santa waiting at the Lisle Legion to meet the
children for a photo opportunity. The memories from this family-friendly
celebration will be cherished for years to come!

A big thank you to all the attendees, volunteers who organize and participate in
this great annual event. It truly was an amazing turnout and was a wonderful
day filled with an abundance of holiday spirit.



How can we help?

My offices in Angus and Collingwood are open to help the constituents of
Simcoe—Grey with any questions about any new announcements on programs,
funding, and services. If you have any issues with the CRA, Employment
Insurance, Pensions, Passports, Veteran Affairs or Citizenship and Immigration,
my staff and | are here to assist you. Regular office hours for both my
Constituency offices are Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. We are located
at 162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus and 503 Hume Street, Unit 4, Collingwood. You
can call any time at 1-866-435-18009.

Share our Newsletter
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Do you have family and friends that want to receive our

newsletter?
Please direct them to our website, www. TerryDowdallMP.ca,

where they can sign up to our mailing list or click on the link below.

Sign Up
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Terry Dowdall, MP
162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus, ON L3W 0G9
503 Hume Street, Unit 3, Collingwood, ON L9Y 4H8

This email was sent to {{ contact. EMAIL }}
You've received this email because you've either subscribed to our newsletter or
received support from one of our offices.

If you want to update your email address or remove a duplicate email, please hit
“Reply” and let us know.

No longer want to receive updates from MP Terry Dowdall? Unsubscribe
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