
March 2026

Dear Constituent,

The most recent month of the House saw a lot of action and ongoing debates on 
notable legislation. There was lots of focus on C-15, the government’s giant 603-

page omnibus budget implementation bill, which enacts provisions from the 
2025 federal budget tabled last November.

The bill amends dozens of statutes and includes elements such as tax credits 
for carbon capture, plans for a high-speed rail network, allowance for Canada 
Post to discontinue special discounted rates for interlibrary loans and the blind, 
and a really surprising change which would allow the minister of justice to 
exempt any individual, business or other organization from any existing law or 
regulations other than the Criminal Code – it was nicknamed the “Henry the VIII 
Clause” by commentators. I heard a lot about this bill via my mailers and 
through emails from the community.

Rural libraries were very disappointed to see the special rates in jeopardy, 
whereas many others were concerned about giving the government the ability to 
exempt certain Canadians or companies from laws. Conservatives heard your 
feedback, and we pushed back hard on these issues and others. Through parts 
of four months, we ensured that the bill was reviewed clause-by-clause.

We expressed disappointment that the government would target rural libraries 
and the blind through a petty change without being able to even demonstrate 
cost savings. We argued that while in certain very limited circumstances there 
may be reasonable grounds for exemptions to certain laws, but by no means 
should the minister wield that power with no checks, balances, or oversight.

Ultimately, the Liberals refused to bend on libraries, but Conservatives were able 
to negotiate amendments to oversight and substantial checks on the Henry the 
VIII clause. While Canada Post now has the power to set its own rates, we will 
remain vigilant to ensure it isn’t abused.

Regarding C-9, another bill I have received a lot of feedback on, Conservatives 
continue to push back on the Liberal-Bloc amendments which observers say will 
infringe on religious freedom. This bill has been quite frustrating. Initially

https://facebook.com/TerryDowdall.2019
https://facebook.com/TerryDowdall.2019
https://www.x.com/TerryDowdall
https://www.x.com/TerryDowdall
https://instagram.com/Terry.Dowdall
https://instagram.com/Terry.Dowdall
https://terrydowdallmp.ca/
https://terrydowdallmp.ca/


supportive of its overall goal, Conservatives brought forward good faith

amendments which would have strengthened it by addressing concerns around

speech, symbols, and even museum displays. We believed that the Liberals

would accept these changes in good faith based on the government’s prior call

to work together in a “Team Canada” manner. Disappointingly, the Liberals were

hostile to our amendments and instead struck a deal with the separatists to

make the bill worse. Now we are stuck in committee ensuring the Liberals and

Bloc don’t restrict religious freedom.

Nonetheless, Conservatives will continue to work in a constructive manner. We

have indicated our willingness to work with the government to pass legislation to

deliver on priorities identified in the Prime Minister’s Davos speech, and – more

recently – we have said we are prepared to work with the government on like-

minded priorities to ensure there is not an election prior to the conclusion of

CUSMA negotiations which are expected to wrap up this summer.

Conservatives will continue to work in good faith by presenting bold ideas that

prioritize freedom, economic prosperity, and that always put Canada first.

Terry Dowdall

Member of Parliament for Simcoe—Grey

RIDING EVENTS &

CELEBRATIONS

A frigid Sunnidale Winterama was a

success!

Since 1975, Sunnidale Winterama has been the celebration for winter activities

in the village of New Lowell. Mother Nature did not disappoint, providing ample

snow this season. It was a fantastic fun-filled weekend for all ages; and as

always well attended and supported by the community.

Thank you to Doug Measures, Mayor of Clearview Township and Council for

inviting me to join you on the Township float and be a part of the Opening



Ceremony. And special thanks to the Sunnidale Winterama past and present

committee members for your hard work and commitment with this event year

after year.

Check them out on Facebook to browse their photos from this year's event and

stay up-to-date for next years festivities Sunnidale Winterama | Facebook

Family Day Skate at the Wasaga Stars

Arena

THANK YOU to everyone who joined my team and I for our Family Day Skate, it

was a great turnout! I always enjoy the opportunity to engage with constituents

in Simcoe—Grey throughout the year.

https://www.facebook.com/sunnidalewinterama/


St. George's, The Parish of the Blue

Mountains Annual Pancake Tuesday

Dinner

Thank you to St. George's, The Parish of the Blue Mountains for the opportunity

to join you and The Blue Mountains Fire Department at your Annual Pancake

Tuesday Dinner held on February 17th at the Beaver Valley Community Centre.

It was a great success with all proceeds going in support of Events for Life.



Congratulations to MNP

It was a pleasure to stop by MNP Collingwood to bring congratulations to

Partners Darrin Smith and Jody Karan, as they celebrated 10 Years at their

location at 40 Huron Street, Suite 100 and the one year anniversary since

joining MNP! 

We discussed the dynamic team they have and the importance of building

strong relationships with staff and the community. Wishing you and your team

many more years of success!



Grand Opening of The Judge Pasta Bar

in Collingwood

There wasn’t an empty seat available when I stopped by last month to

congratulate Jonathan Gushue and Jennifer Belanger on their recent grand

opening of “The Judge”, a new pasta bar in town bringing handcrafted Italian-

inspired dishes to Collingwood, by none other than Jonathan himself!

This new gem, located at 10 Keith Avenue, Unit 104A in the Cranberry Mews

plaza is name after Jonathan's father, James Gushue, former Chief Justice of

Newfoundland and affectionately known as "The Judge."

Wishing Jonathan, Jennifer and their entire team many years of success! Follow

them on Instagram @thejudge_collingwood

https://www.instagram.com/thejudge_collingwood/


Clearview Chamber of Commerce 

8th Annual Clearview Business Awards

Thank you to the Clearview Chamber of Commerce for the invitation to attend its

8th Annual Clearview Business Awards, recognizing the exceptional businesses

and entrepreneurs in the Clearview area.

It was a great evening celebrating not only the outstanding achievements of the

local Business Award winners but all nominees!

Congratulations to the following businesses on your award.

Barb’s Clothes Closet – Best Presented Award

Emily’s Place – Business Community Advocate Award

Torn Pages – Champion of Diversity & Inclusion Award

Kat’s Meow Beautiful Burlesque – Contributions to the Arts Award

1904 Social Haus – Food, Tourism and Hospitality Award

eARTh Revival – Grower of the Year Award

Creemore Springs Brewery – Industrial Excellence Award

Tim Hortons Stayner – Retail Leadership Award

The Belmont – Service Provider of the Year Award

Brad’s Place Addiction Treatment – Non-Profit of the Year Award

Nottawa Cottage Bookstore – New Business of the Year Award



Jewellery For You – Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award

Steer Enterprises Ltd – Business of the Year Award

A special thanks to all the sponsors and local suppliers who supported this

event.

Collingwood's Coldest Night of the Year

They say it takes a team...or in this case 71 teams, totalling 443 participants and

33 volunteers for the Coldest Night of the Year #CNOY26 walk, hosted by Home

Horizon Barbara Weider House on Saturday February 28th.

It was another amazing turnout and I was thrilled to walk with my team - and

cheer on all the local teams who to date have raised more than $181,561

dollars! Way to go!

Thank you to all the organizers, volunteers, participants and all those that

donated to make this a successful event!

If you weren't able to make it out or are interested in finding out more ways to

get involved, or to donate. Be sure to check out Collingwood (Home Horizon) -

Coldest Night of the Year 2026 Canada.

https://cnoy.org/location/collingwood
https://cnoy.org/location/collingwood


VISITS WITH BUSINESSES 

& CONSTITUENTS



Team from Brad's Place Addiction Treatment of Southern Georgian

Bay

It was a pleasure to meet with the team at Brad’s Place Addiction Treatment of

Southern Georgian Bay. 

Located at 64 Hurontario St, Suite 127 in Collingwood, they offer a therapeutic

approach to a sober, healthy lifestyle for teenagers, young adults and their loved

ones through personal and group counselling from skilled counsellors. Treatment

is available by phone, online and through in-person sessions.

Since formally launching in April 2023, Brad's Place has welcomed a number of

new clients into their recovery programming.

If you or someone you love are struggling, you're not alone. For more information

or to learn how you can support this organization, visit Bradsplace.org

RIDING CELEBRATIONS

http://bradsplace.org/


Congratulations to Windsor and Gracy on their 58th Wedding

Anniversary

It was a pleasure to meet and to congratulate Windsor and Gracy Ellington of

Wasaga Beach on the celebration of their 58th wedding anniversary. Wishing

them many more years of happiness together, ever lasting laughter and love.

UPCOMING RIDING EVENTS

Join me on Tuesday March 17th for a 

Free Public Skate from 2:00pm -

3:00pm

Join me on Tuesday March 17th from 2:00pm - 3:00pm during March Break and

on St. Patrick's Day as I host a family skate at the Central Park Arena, located at

85 Paterson Street in Collingwood.

Come out and enjoy some laps around the rink with your family and warm up at

the end with a delicious hot chocolate!

For more information call 1-866-435-1809 or email me at

Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca



Simcoe—Grey MP Community

Leader Awards - Nominate a

deserving volunteer by March 27,

2026

In every community in Simcoe—Grey, we all know generous individuals who

enrich the lives of others everyday through selfless volunteer work. If it wasn’t

for these volunteers, our communities would not be what they are today. Just

think of the those who make food for the less fortunate, help our seniors with

errands, coach our youth in sports and work with those in need. Our

communities would be a lot less vibrant without volunteers.

Therefore, I am proud to announce that as your Member of Parliament, I wish to

recognize the contributions that so many of my constituents make through the

2026 Simcoe—Grey MP Community Leader Awards.

There will be five categories for the Simcoe—Grey MP Community Leader

Awards: youth, adult, senior, business and service club or religious organization.

These people, business or organization will have gone above and beyond in

making a positive difference in the lives of others through volunteering here in

Simcoe—Grey.



Nominations will be accepted through my offices until March 27th, 2026. A

congratulatory luncheon will be held for recipients this spring or summer.

I strongly encourage you to take the time to nominate an individual, business or

organization who makes a positive impact in our community. Nomination forms

can be picked up at one of my constituency offices, located at 503 Hume St,

Unit 4 in Collingwood, or 162 Mill St, Unit 3 in Angus. They can also be

requested via email at Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca, by calling 1-866-435-1809 or

on our website Simcoe—Grey MP Community Leader Awards Nomination

Form.

How we can help?

My offices in Angus and Collingwood are open to help the constituents of

Simcoe—Grey with any questions about any new announcements on programs,

funding, and services. If you have any issues with the CRA, Employment

Insurance, Pensions, Passports, Veteran Affairs or Citizenship and Immigration,

my staff and I are here to assist you. Regular office hours for both my

Constituency offices are Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. We are located

mailto:Terry.Dowdall@parl.gc.ca?subject=MP%20Community%20Leader%20Awards%20Nomination
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at 162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus and 503 Hume Street, Unit 4, Collingwood. You

can call any time at 1-866-435-1809. 

Share our Newsletter

Do you have family and friends that want to receive our

newsletter? 

Please direct them to our website, www.TerryDowdallMP.ca, 

where they can sign up to our mailing list.

Sign Up

Terry Dowdall, MP

162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus, ON L3W 0G9

503 Hume Street, Unit 3, Collingwood, ON L9Y 4H8

This email was sent to {{contact.EMAIL}}

You've received this email because you've either subscribed to our newsletter or

received support from one of our offices.

 

If you want to update your email address or remove a duplicate email, please hit

“Reply” and let us know.

 

No longer want to receive updates from MP Terry Dowdall? Unsubscribe
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