
May 2026

Dear Constituent,

Debates and committees have continued to be quite busy in the House of 
Commons since my last correspondence. Despite the Liberals securing a 
majority, our caucus remains focused on advocating for common-sense policies 
that Canadians deserve. Policies that focus on accountability, transparency, 
freedom, and responsible spending.

I’d like to highlight an important Private Member’s Bill which recently passed the 
House and is now in the Senate. Introduced by my Conservative colleague 
Frank Caputo, Bill C-225, also known as Bailey’s Law, amends the Criminal 
Code to better address intimate partner violence. It creates stronger offences for 
killings involving patterns of coercive or controlling conduct. It imposes tougher 
penalties for manslaughter and assault in intimate partner cases. It also tightens 
bail rules for repeat offenders and allows for better risk assessments. Named in 
memory of Bailey McCourt, a young Kelowna mother who was tragically killed in 
2025, the bill passed with broad support and reflects our Conservative 
commitment to protecting victims, supporting families, and ensuring our justice 
system treats domestic violence with the seriousness it deserves.

As you likely heard, the government tabled its Spring Economic Update on April 
28

th
.  It showed a lower-than-expected deficit for the past fiscal year thanks 

largely to higher-than-expected revenue from personal and corporate income 
taxes, which provided the government roughly $6.8 billion more than was 
forecast, as well as higher revenues from higher oil prices thanks to the War in 
Iran.

As is often the case, there is some good in budgets or updates, even if I have 
concerns with the overall plan. In this case, I was very pleased to finally see 
important improvements to the Disability Tax Credit. I have personally written 
multiple times to multiple health ministers encouraging this action, and I am 
thankful that Prime Minister Carney has decided to act. The changes will make it 
easier and faster for Canadians with formal diagnoses of serious conditions 
such as Alzheimer’s, severe Parkinson’s, schizophrenia, and autism spectrum 
disorder to qualify for the tax credit. The government is also expanding the list of 
qualified medical practitioners who can certify eligibility and allowing public
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guardians to apply on behalf of adults in their care. This is excellent news for

many Canadians living with a disability.

As I said, while the deficit was lower than expected, it was still a staggering

$66.9 billion. That stands as the largest federal deficit in Canada since World

War II, excluding the COVID-19 years. Deficits are also forecasted to remain

elevated around the $65 billion range in the near term. Of particular concern is

something I have highlighted in previous mailers: Interest payments on the

national debt have now grown so large that they exceed the entire Canada

Health Transfer, which is the main funding the federal government provides to

provinces to help pay for healthcare. Simply put, after more than a decade of

Liberal deficit-spending, Canada now spends more on interest payments than

healthcare.  

I have also had constituents reach out about a story which broke just a few days

ago. Namely, a leaked report which raised serious concerns about declining

basic training success rates in the Canadian Armed Forces. The report revealed

that the pass rate for basic training dropped from a historical average of 85% in

2024 to just 77% last year, with far more recruits now requiring multiple attempts

to graduate. It also highlighted serious challenges with cultural adjustments and

respect towards women amongst some new recruits. Conservatives will be

seeking to have the concerns raised by this report studied at the Standing

Committee on National Defence.

As your Member of Parliament, I am proud of the constructive role our

Conservative caucus is playing in Parliament. We are open to working with the

government on any initiative which we believe is in the best interest of Canada.

But as I have said before, it must be a true Team Canada approach. Thank you

for your continued support and trust.

As always, please reach out if you have views on any federal issues affecting

our riding. I always value your feedback.

Terry Dowdall

Member of Parliament for Simcoe—Grey



RIDING EVENTS &

CELEBRATIONS

Grand Reopening of the Stayner Care

Centre

It was a pleasure to attend the celebration of the official grand reopening of the

newly redeveloped Stayner Care Centre on April 8th. This incredible state-of-

the-art facility provides excellent long-term care combined with so many new

amenities - all while keeping residents connected to their families and the

greater community.

The thought, creativity and collaboration that has gone into this bright, charming

and home-like decor is remarkable! Thank you to all who helped turn this vision

into reality for current and future residents.

10th Annual Vimy Ridge Day Ceremony 

and Breakfast at CFB Borden

It was an honour to attend the 10th Annual Vimy Ridge Day Ceremony and

Breakfast at CFB Borden on the morning of April 9th; which included a special

tribute to the 109th Anniversary of The Battle of Vimy Ridge.



Each year, on April 9th we honour the bravery and sacrifice of Canadians that

fought at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, a battle many would say laid the foundation

of Canadian nationhood. Thank you to Base Commander Colonel Melissa

Ramessar, and the entire team at CFB Borden for continuing this annual event

that commemorates the thousands of Canadians who fought for the freedoms

we enjoy today and those who continue to serve in the CFB.

We will remember them.

The Blue Mountains Chamber of

Commerce and The Town of The Blue

Mountains hosts an Agricultural

Networking Night

The Blue Mountains Chamber of Commerce and The Town of The Blue

Mountains hosted a great Agricultural networking night last month at Georgian

Hills Vineyard; bringing together many in the agricultural/agritourism sector and

celebrating local growers and producers who are such a big part of the

community and local economy!



Keith Currie, President of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture and a resident

in Simcoe—Grey was one of the guest speakers for the evening. Keith provided

insight into some recent changes by the government and the affects they will

have in the agriculture sector.   Robert Ketchin, co-owner of Georgian Hills

Vineyard, discussed the agritourism industry and the positive impact it has on

the local economy.

Thank you to everyone involved in organizing this event and special thanks to

Robert Ketchin and John Ardiel, co-owners of Georgian Hills Vineyards and their

staff for the wonderful hospitality.

For more information on The Blue Mountains Chamber of Commerce and the

great work it does to support the businesses in the community or to find out how

to become a member visit; bluemountainschamber.ca

Georgian Triangle Development Institute

Monthly Meeting

Last month, I had the opportunity to attend Georgian Triangle Development

Institute, monthly luncheon meeting to discuss recent government

announcements and to hear the organizations feedback on the effects these will

have in the industry.

The GTDI is a private sector non-profit organization with a vast array of

representation of developers, builders, contractors, suppliers, planners,

engineers, real estate firms and related industry from The Blue Mountains,

Collingwood, Wasaga Beach, Clearview and Meaford. This is a remarkable

organization that works together to identify common issues and interests,

working as a unified voice to advocate on local concerns for the development

industry.

Thank you to President Kenneth Hale, Board of Directors and Members for the

opportunity and to hear your suggestions and concerns.
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Hat Trick SMHF Hockey Tournament

It was a great pleasure to attend the Hat Trick SMHF Hockey Tournament in

support of the Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation Because of YOU

campaign. 

This partnership between the Township of Essa, Township of Adjala-Tosorontio

and the Town of New Tecumseth demonstrated how successful the power of

collaboration in communities can be with this one-day event raising over

$40,000. And also raising awareness to the Because of YOU campaign, which

will be bringing a much needed, modern, and enhanced expanded hospital to

our community.

 

Thank you to everyone involved in this extraordinary event especially the three

municipal organizers, all the volunteers, and those players who participated in

the game!



Annual Veterans Mess Dinner

It was a full house on Saturday April 18th at the Creemore Legion for the Annual

Veterans Mess Dinner. A great evening including the wonderful Beinn Gorm

Highlanders.

It is an honour to attend each year and always a pleasure to have the

opportunity to connect with, and to thank the veterans in our communities.

Thank you to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 397 Creemore, Royal Canadian

Legion Branch 516 New Lowell, and Royal Canadian Legion Stayner Branch

457 for hosting this event. And a special thanks to the Creemore Ladies

Auxiliary for the fantastic meal.



Congratulations to the Winners of the 

Simcoe—Grey MP Community Leader

Awards

One of the reasons that Simcoe—Grey is the best place to live is the large

number of dedicated volunteers we have. Our communities are as vibrant and

full of spirit as they are because of them.

This is why I am proud each year to receive nominations for my Annual Simcoe

—Grey MP Community Leader Awards; to recognize people and organizations

which, through volunteer work, have gone above and beyond in making a

positive difference in the lives of others in their community.   Thank you to

everyone who took the time to submit a nomination.  Each year it becomes more

difficult selecting only a few as each nominee is remarkable in their own way

and are examples of the wonderful people and services we are so proud of in

Simcoe—Grey.

 

I am pleased to announce the winners of this years Annual Simcoe—Grey MP

Community Leader Awards; Donna Bayliss, Mary Beth Sharpe & Nelly Galifi.

Congratulations and thank you for all you have done and continue to do! I also

acknowledged the winners during Statements by Members this past week at the

House of Commons. Watch the clip here: Statements by Members

SPECIAL RIDING CELEBRATIONS

Allen and Mary Wyant

65th Wedding Anniversary

Larry and Wendy Long

50th Wedding Anniversary

https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20260429/-1/44850?mediaStartTime=20260429140419&mediaEndTime=20260429140523&viewMode=3&globalStreamId=29


Tina Gauley 
80th Birthday

Nilo Ciotti

100th Birthday

Brian Armstrong

80th Birthday

How we can help?

My offices in Angus and Collingwood are open to help the constituents of

Simcoe—Grey with any questions about any new announcements on programs,

funding, and services. If you have any issues with the CRA, Employment

Insurance, Pensions, Passports, Veteran Affairs or Citizenship and Immigration,

my staff and I are here to assist you. Regular office hours for both my

Constituency offices are Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. We are located

at 162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus and 503 Hume Street, Unit 4, Collingwood. You

can call any time at 1-866-435-1809. 

Share our Newsletter

Do you have family and friends that want to receive our

newsletter? 

Please direct them to our website, www.TerryDowdallMP.ca, 

where they can sign up to our mailing list.

Sign Up
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Terry Dowdall, MP

162 Mill Street, Unit 3, Angus, ON L3W 0G9

503 Hume Street, Unit 3, Collingwood, ON L9Y 4H8

This email was sent to {{contact.EMAIL}}

You've received this email because you've either subscribed to our newsletter or

received support from one of our offices.

 

If you want to update your email address or remove a duplicate email, please hit

“Reply” and let us know.
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